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Rebecca’s Story 
Losing most of her 


sight hasn’t stopped 
Rebecca from doing 


98 Rebecca’s Story the things she loves. 


32 Cooking 
Sweet Slippers 


4 The Parsley 
Problem 


12 The Giggle Gang 
45 Mini Mag 

47 Help! 

49 Behind the Scenes 


Plus: AG’s Friends 
Book 


Visit americangirl.com to 
peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving 
out your full name, address, 
or any other personal info. 
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Proud to Be an American Girl!” americangirl.com 


Sweet Slippers 
These petite treats 
look good enough 
to eat (but won’t 
fiton your feet)! 4 " 


Jd 4 


Beat the 

Moving Blues 

Advice to help you get An 

ready for the big day— 5 el; ne A 


and your new home 
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About the Cover 

Meet Angeline A., age 10. | 

We thought Angeline’s outfit | 

looked pretty against a blue 
background. Do you agree? 

\ To find out how you can be a 

cover designer, go to “Behind 


the Scenes” on page 49. 


acon ca ee) Look. for fun facts sprinkle! throughout the magazine! 


Cover photo: Monica Skeisvoll 
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Big Inspiration ——"——— 
I loved the story “Standing 
Tall” in the January/February 
2004 issue. I’m a gymnast 
myself, and Jordan’s story 

was really inspirational to me. 
Now I work harder than ever. 
Thanks a lot. 


mo) 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


Helping Hands 
Thank you for “Finger Tips” in 
the January/February issue. 
Before I did the manicure, my 
hands were very scary-looking. 
Now they are soft, and I’m not 
embarrassed by them. I even 
did a pedicure! 


Sara lA. 


Age 12, Illinois 
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Reader Surprise 


On page 15, you’ll read about our latest 
Reader Surprise contest! To enter, just 
send a postcard by June 15 with your 
first and last name, address, and phone 
number to: 


Reader Surprise—M/J 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Clean Scene > 


When I read the “Heart to 
Heart” in January/February 
about how to clean your room 
while having fun, I sprang into 
action, tidying, washing, and 
sorting my room. It’s never 
looked nicer! Thanks to the 
girls who sent in those tips. 


Athena I. 


Age 11, Minnesota 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGir! 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 


im_agmag_editor@americangirl.com. 


Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 


can’t use every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 


Official Rules 

1. Drawing not open to employees 
of American Girl and its affiliates. 
2. Only one entry per family. 

3. To be valid, all entries must be 
received by mail by June 15, 2004. 
Entries may not be faxed or e-mailed. 
4. All entries become the property 
of American Girl and will not be 
returned. 

5. Void where prohibited by law. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Buzzword 


American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


nonplussed 


How to say it: non-PLUSD 


What it means: confused or 
bewildered 


Where it comes from: the Latin 
words for “no more”—to be 
nonplussed is to have reached a 
point where no more can be said 
or done. 


One way to use it: “Amber was 
nonplussed when she showed up 
at the party and saw her friends in 
their pajamas, but then she remem- 
bered the bash was a sleepover.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer is on page 44. 
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Top Pe Ming 
Aina-Soe C. taught herself to blow 
bubbles when she was just four or five. 
By age 10, this gum lover could produce 
bubbles the size of soccer balls! Even so, Aina 
was shocked when she became the Dubble Bubble National 
Bubble Blowing Champion last summer. The Illinois girl blew a 
14-inch bubble live on TV’s Today show to win a $10,000 savings 
bond, a $5,000 donation in her name to charity, a candy store 
shopping spree, and her 
very own gumball machine! 


« Chew the sugar out of your gum a) ’ 
Tho na’s sad she'll 
for 15 or 20 minutes before ugh Aina’s s ale 


blowing bubbles. According to have to give up her crown, 


Aina, “the sugar makes bubbles you can enter this year’s 
pop more easily.” 


Aina’s tips for bigger, better bubbles: 


contest. Preliminaries for the 
= Breathe through your nose, not ‘ 
your mouth. “And when you want fifth annual National Bubble 
to take a breath,” Aina says, “put Blowing Championship take 
your tongue through the hole in place at Wal-Mart stores 


the bubble.” 
everywhere on June 12. \ 


= Choose regular-flavor bubble gum— 
other flavors stick to your face 
more when your bubble pops. 


= Got gum in your hair? Try 


using peanut butter to get 
it out. 
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When Sarah B.’s dad had to go to 
the emergency room, Sarah and her 
sister spent hours in the ER waiting 
area. But the huge aquarium there 
helped make their stay a bit better. 
“We'd look at the fish, and they’d 
make us laugh,” the Wisconsin 13- 
year-old explains. “It made the time 
pass faster.” Sarah noticed that the 
aquarium was especially appreciated 
by families who didn’t speak English, 
since the waiting room TV was tuned 
to an English-language channel. 


Sarah’s dad was 0O.K., but Sarah 
later found out that the aquarium 
was not. It had sprung a leak. 
“They needed $1,800 for a new 
one, and | thought I’d like to do 
something to help,” she says. 


Sarah organized a snack booth at 
her sister’s softball games, selling 
treats like cookies, hot dogs, and 
snow cones. By the end of softball 
season, she’d saved $100 for the 
new aquarium. “When I handed in 
the money,” Sarah says, “I felt 
really glad that | did it all.” 


Bake sales are a great way to 
1 raise money. Try selling goodies 
. at a garage sale, local parade, 
or other community event. 
Donate your profits to a 


£ 
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Emma Watson, who plays Hermione in the Harry Potter movies, 
tells how she—and her character—have changed. 


How has becoming famous 
affected your life? 

My friends knew what I was 
like and who | was before | got the 
part, so our friendship hasn’t changed. 
They just treat me the same. But 
| don’t really go to school anymore. 

I have a teacher on set. 


brand-new school, and she’s nervous 
about that. She’s trying to prove to 
people that she’s great at all of her 
schoolwork. She’s not really being 
herself. By the third movie, she’s a 
bit of a rebel. She’s had enough 
teasing. She storms out of a class, 
and she punches Malfoy! She’s got a 
great part in this movie. 


3: What has working on the Harry 
Potter movies taught you about 
yourself? 

That | can laugh when I’m 
down. There have been lots of ups 
and downs, but | just take the good 
with the bad! 


You’ve worked with some 
very famous and talented actors. 
What have they taught you? 

I think I’ve learned 
more from the actors as people 
than as actors, if you know 
what | mean. Someone 
who really inspired me is 
Emma Thompson, who plays 
Professor Trelawney in the 
latest movie. She’s just so 
down-to-earth. She’s a big 
star, but the first thing she 
did when she came on the 
set was introduce herself 
individually to every 
person in the cast. 


AG: How has Hermione 
changed since the 
first movie? 

a: In the first film, 
she’s just arrived at a 


cause you support! 


“Hermione Grows Up” movie image courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures/Murray Close, Emma Watson Portrait: Ash Knotek/Snappers/Zuma Press “The Write Gift” photo: Mike Walker 
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The Write Gift 


This mini message board makes a perfect 
present for Mother’s Day or Father’s Day. 


Use scissors to cut a square 
of craft foam just larger than 
a light-colored ceramic tile. 
Glue the foam to the back 

of the tile. Let dry. Decorate 
the tile with stickers. Give a 
dry-erase marker with the tile. 


a 
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Mom - % 


Shirley called 


True Story 


A tornado hit Jaime D.’s town! 


Dear American Girds 


One Sunday last May 
€n we heard torn, 4 


: 

: 

re at home 
j 


{ 
f 
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Jaime O. 


Age 11, Missouri 


www.fema.gov/ kids 


Your answers: 


In our January/February 2004 
issue, we asked whether you 
prefer to chat with friends on 
the phone or on the computer. 
Here’s what you said: 


phone 


553 


computer 


238 


Phone-talker Claire B., age 11, of 
Georgia explains, “I just think it’s 
nicer to hear your friend’s voice.” 


Next question: 


What’s the first thing you do 
when you get home from school? 


____ work on homework 


| WV. eat a snack 


___ watch TV 
i Vv use the computer 


MAY/JUNE 2004 


2S 


ae 


‘2Le UYULAlg poue “ssaqppe ‘omen 45e pue 4saif Anoh up sn op 41 jew jue zavsue Anch no 


> Crt ovt you answer and mail it to vs. 


Crirkskxpress 


Special Siblings 


= 
Try these tips to make May 2— = 

Sibling Appreciation Day—special Tee-riffi cl 
for your sibs: . . 
= Change chores with your brother You sent in more than 4,300 artful entries to 


or sister for the day. 


sidtiee us your tinerentiie phone our T-shirt contest. Here are our favorites. 


or seat in the car. 


= Write a special note to your 
sibling saying just how much 
she or he means to you. 


Help Wanted! | 


AG readers love to give gifts from 
the heart. What’s the best home- | 
made gift you’ve ever given? Was 
it a bracelet you beaded for your 
bud or a mug you painted for 
your dad? We want to hear your 
suggestions for handmade gifts 
for friends and family. Send your 
ideas to the address on page 2 
along with your first and last 
name, address, and birth date. 


Ellen 7. 


Age 12, Hong Kong 


Emily P 


“| Age 6, North Carolina 


AMERICAN GIRL 
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New Contest: 
Craft an Ornament 


We want your best homemade holiday 


ornaments to help us trim our tree. Send 
your homemade ornament, along with your 


'. first and last name, address, and birth date, 
~~. to the address on page 2. Deadline: June 15, 
a 2004. Our favorites will appear in the 
November/December 2004 issue. 
Sorry, we can’t return entries. 


Reindeer ornament photo: Mike Walker 
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Heart to Heart Ny 
secrets 


How do you keep a juicy secret? 
What happens when you tell? 
Is it ever O.K. to tell a secret? 


Once my friend 
told me a secret 


about a boy she 
liked. I was really excited and 
promised not to tell anyone, 
although I was bursting to. But 
I kept my promise and kept my 
friendship. That was the most 
important thing. 


Jereea 3. 


Age 10, New York 


Sometimes it’s 
hard to not tell 
a secret that a 


friend or a family member tells 
you. It helps me to write it 
down on paper, 
then rip it up. 
That way, it 
feels like I told jx 
someone. és 


Megan RP 
Age Eas 
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A tip for keeping 
a secret is to treat 
it like it’s your 
own. Don’t let people pressure 
you into telling. Stay strong. 


Lisa P 


Age 11, Kansas 


Remember: it’s a 
privilege to know 
a friend’s secret. 
Don’t blow it. 


Hope A. 


Age 11, New Jersey 


When you reveal 
a friend’s secret, 
you get only a 
moment of satisfaction and live 
the rest of the time feeling 
guilty that you told. 


lon Th. 


Age 13, New Mexico 


I'm avery out- 
going person, and 


I couldn’t keep a 
secret if my life depended on it. 
When I have the urge to tell a 

secret, I tell my 
dog, and that, 
way the secret kK 
won't spread. 


Glex P 


Age 12, Wisconsin 


Here’s my advice 
to all potential 
blabbers: think 
about how you would feel if 


your friend told your secret to 
someone else. Most likely, you 
wouldn’t feel that great. The 
trick to keeping your friends’ 
secrets is putting yourself in 
their shoes. 


‘Monica. F 


Age 11, Colorado 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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When your friend 
tells you a secret, 
remember: she 


trusts you. Imagine how she’d 
feel if you told someone. When 
I think about that, it helps me 
not to tell. 


| a 


Age 11, Maine 


I don’t tell my 
secrets to anyone 
who has told 
someone else’s secrets to me. 


If she couldn’t keep someone 
else’s secrets, then why would 
she keep mine? 

Emil bi R. 


Age 12>Michigan 


I remember times 
when my friends 


shared secrets in 
front of me and I wasn’t a part 
of it. I felt bad. My family has a 
rule that when other people are 
around, you can’t share secrets 
with just one 
person if you 
can’t share them 
with everyone. 


Briana H. 


Age 13, Idaho 


If your friend 


to tell someone, go in front 
of a mirror and tell your 
reflection. Q 
(But make 
sure no one 
is listening!) 


Age 10, New Jersey 


If your friend 
wants to tell you 


a secret and you 
know you'll tell someone, just 
say, “Don’t tell me, because 

I can’t keep a secret!” She'll 
appreciate it and will probably 
trust you more. 


Caitlin P 


Age 11, Illinois 


I’ve told a lot of 
secrets to my 
friends, but 
sometimes they'd tell people. 


I'd get storming mad, and 
sometimes we’d stop being 
friends. So I’ve decided not to 
share my secrets anymore. 


Morgan A. 


Age 9, Arizona 


told you a secret 


and you're dying 


Some secrets are 
O.K. to keep, and 
the rest are not. 
If a friend tells you that she is 
being hurt or is going to do 
something dangerous, it’s not 
a secret that’s meant to be 
kept! Tell a parent or a trusted 
adult right away. 


Lindsey 5. 


Age 12, Ohio 


Speak from 
Your Heart 


Next subject: Saying “I love you.” 
Tell us your creative ways you let 
someone know you care. Did you 
spell it out in raisins? Did you 
sing a love song and put your 
dad’s name in? Did you hide a 


sweet card for Grandma to find? 


Send answers, first and last 
name, birth date, and photo to 
the address on page 2. 


Deadline: June 7, 2004. 


Some answers will appear in the 


November/December issue. 


by Linda J. Goossens 
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Invite your friends over and create a 
summery scene. This pool party 
has drinks, a lifeguard chair 


and even a barbecue! 


Mini Materials 


Here are the supplies you will need 
to make the petite pool scene. All items 
are available at craft stores. 


foam shapes 


flower and pony beads tri-beads 


charcoal grill 


You will need: 
ajewel glue »seed beads = 2 bead caps A 
ascissors =3 eye pins = wire 


1 To hold eye-pin legs, find a bead cap with deco- 
rative holes or glue 3 seed beads into a triangle 
shape beneath bowl of a bead cap. Let dry. 


2 W) For legs, ask an adult to help you cut eye 
pins to % inches—but don’t cut off eyes. Bend 

pins just above eyes as seen in pheto above. Dab 
glue into beads. Press ends of pins into beads on 
cap for legs. Let dry upside down, legs angled out. 


3 Wi) For hot coals, glue red seed beads into 
bead cap. Let dry. Ask an adult to cut pieces of 
wire to fit over coals for a grill. Glue wire in place. 


eames 
a 


4 For lid, glue a seed bead to top of a bead cap. 


ticks and wi 
aches we apie If you'd like, glue lid to leg of charcoal grill. 


You will also need these items: 
a jewel glue = scissors a ruler =» Styrofoam 
= green acrylic paint = paintbrush = blue paper 
= paper punch = foam sheets = pencil 
a String = fabric =» sandpaper 


Safety tip: Cutting 
wire and sticks inside 
a clear plastic bag 
prevents pieces from 
flying and hitting some- 
one in the eye. 
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lounge furniture 

You will need: 

ajewel glue «2 tri-beads «1 small foam circle 
= 6 small foam squares 


LFora table, nestle and glue 2 tri-beads 
together. Glue foam circle on top. 


2 For each chair, glue 3 foam squares into 
a zigzag shape. Let dry. 


Drinks: Slip wire through 
a tiny tube bead. Glue 
glass to table. 


cooler 

You will need: 

ascissors = 3 small foam rectangles 
ajewel glue sextrafoam =1 seed bead 


1 cut foam rectangles into three %2-inch-long 
pieces for front, back, and top, and two %-inch 
pieces for sides. Glue together into a box. 


2 cut out 2 tiny rectangles, then glue them on 
for handles. Glue a seed bead on front for a latch. 
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swimming pool 

You will need: 

= pencil. 11 foam sheet mscissors «jewel glue 
a blue paper a blue tri-beads = blue seed beads 
= 1small foam rectangle = 2 eye pins 


1 For pool floor, lightly draw a small rectangle 
on a foam sheet. Cut it out. 


2 For pool walls, draw same size rectangle on a 
foam sheet, then draw a smaller rectangle inside, 
like a picture frame. Cut out both rectangles. 
Repeat with second “frame.” 


3 Glue pool walls on top of pool floor. Let dry. 


4 Draw same size rectangle on blue paper, but 
trim slightly smaller. Glue paper to pool floor. 


5 Spread glue onto blue paper. Fill pool with 
tri-beads and seed beads. 


6 For diving board, nestle and glue 2 tri-beads 
together. Glue a foam rectangle on top of tri- 
beads. Let dry. Glue diving board to end of pool. 


7 Wi) To make handrails, ask an adult to cut 
eye pins to 1’/. inches—but don’t cut off eyes. 
Shape hooks at cut ends. Glue pin eyes to foam 
on each side of diving board. 
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Float lounge: Glue a tiny square foam 
“pillow” to a small foam rectangle. 


duck floatie 

You will need: 

= paper punch s1 small yellow foam circle 
= Orange foam piece = scissors 


1 Gently punch center of a small foam circle— 
but don’t punch through foam completely. 


2 Push up partially cut circle for duck’s head. 
Glue on a tiny orange foam triangle for a beak. 


3 Snip out a tiny piece of foam behind head. 
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lifeguard chair 

You will need: 

= 1 small wood rectangle = 2 small wood squares 
a jewel glue = 2 sticks = 2 small foam circles 

= Scissors = 1small foam rectangle 

= paper punch a string 


1 Lay wood rectangle flat. Set squares on edge, 
then glue them to ends of rectangle. 


2 wi Ask an adult to cut two 1-inch sticks. 
Glue sticks between wood squares for legs. 


3 stand chair up. Glue a foam circle on top for a 
seat. Cut %-inch piece from rectangle and glue 
it behind circle. Cut scraps from rectangle into 
arms. Glue arms to sides of backrest. 


4 Punch a hole in center of foam circle. Wrap 
string through hole. Glue life preserver to chair. 


ie 


small shrubs 

You will need: 

= SCissors or sandpaper = Styrofoam 

= green acrylic paint = paintbrush = jewel glue 
= 3 bead caps = 3 pony beads 


1 cut Styrofoam with scissors or rub it with 
sandpaper to make tree shapes. Paint trees, 
then let dry. 


2 Glue trees to bead caps, then glue caps to 
pony beads. Let dry. 


Beach towel: Cut out a rectangle of fabric. 


Boom box: Cut 2 tiny foam rectangles, and 
glue them together. Before glue dries, ask an adult 
to help you snip off an eye pin piece and slip it 
between rectangles. Punch out 2 foam circles and 
glue them onto front. 
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Get creative with extra photos of your friends! 
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Friendly Letter 


' — Turn your first initial into paint. Let dry. Cut around tag. Place a butterfly sticker 
a friend collage. Paint a photos of friends’ faces on the tag. Cut around a 
wooden letter (available at and glue onto letter. Add photo of a friend’s face and 
craft stores) with acrylic colorful stickers. glue it énto the butterfly. 


*\ Pop Art 
| Make friends’ faces become _ glue them on fun scrapbook 


a work of modern art! Cut paper. Put paper in a frame. 
around photos of friends and 
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The Whole You 


Chill Out 


Homework, tests, fights...sometimes the pressure builds up! 
Here’s how to relax when you're stressed. 


Top Tensers 

At americangirl.com, readers 
like you ranked their most 
stressful moments: 

5 Being late 

4 Taking tests 

3 Being too busy in general 

2 Arguing with friends or family 

1 Big homework projects 


Need to calm down before a big 
game or performance? Visualize a 
time when you felt very comfortable 
and relaxed. Close your eyes, 

breathe slowly, and concentrate on 
your special relaxing image for a 
couple of minutes. This trick works 
great when you have to get a shot - 
or do anything else unpleasant, too. 


Laugh 
Keep a funny photo or a favorite comic laughing out loud. First laugh your 
strip in your wallet, and take a look best giggle. Then try a guffaw, a 
when you need to relax. Then try chuckle, and a big belly laugh. The 
laughs will get you breathing deeply, 
make you feel calm and happy, and 
take your mind off your stress. 


Pe ee ey ee eee ee | 


Stretch 


Studying all day can stress out your mind and your 
body. Try these stretches for a soothing break. 


For your eyes and neck: 


Sit tall. Move your eyes only to look Then repeat again, stretching your 
upward as far as you can. Don’t move neck along with your eyes to look as 
your head, just your eyes. Look up for far as you can in each direction. Use 
a count of ten. Then look downward your hand to gently support your head 
as far as you can for a count of ten. as your neck stretches. 


Repeat to the left and to the right. 


¢ Move 
ad Exercise is a great pressure 
; reliever! Taking a jog, riding 
your bike, going for a walk, 
or doing any other kind of 
exercise will clear your mind, 
give you extra energy, and 
calm you down. 


Breathe 


Need to relax before a test? Sit down, 
close your eyes, inhale deeply and 
slowly through your nose, and exhale 


through your mouth. Think about filling Experiment 


7 


a your lungs all the way up. Your belly Try all these tips to find out which 
: 5 and ribs should expand, but try not to ones soothe your stress best. Soon 
ra raise your shoulders. Hold each deep you’ll be able to stay as cool as a 
: breath for a count of five, then release cucumber—even when it feels like 


it slowly. Repeat five times. you live in a pressure cooker! 


j 


For your shoulders and wrists: 
Sit tall. Cross your arms at the elbow. 
Twist your forearms around each other 

so that your palms touch as much as 
possible. Press your palms together firmly 
and hold for a count of ten. Repeat with 
each arm on top. 


Quick Fixes 
When you need to relax 


fast, try... 


dancing. 


ys) One. good reason to chill: the ks you tress, the less likely you are to get Sick. 


singing out loud. 
smelling a soap or lotion you like. 
taking a warm bath. 


getting a neck rub from a friend. 


holding a pet. % 


Beat the — 


Wh 


ips to help you Stay positive and now 


. 2 : . 
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¢ 
The News ) 
Your parents have just “ 
told you the news—you’re 
moving. How in the world pe 
will you tell your friends? Ma ke a lis + of tla 
who need to hear the 
First, calm down, news from you. Think 
Take a while to catch your about how you’d like 
breath and let the news to tell them, and when. 
sink in before you call your A face-to-face talk may 
ee friends. Make sure you be the best way to 
| 4 have the whole story before let close friends know, 
= you start telling people. 
but the phone may be fine : 


for others. Talking after 
school or on a weekend 
is good. You don’t want 
to drop big news like this 
on your friends during the 
school day. 


ee org 


Illustrations: Tracy McGuinness 
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Say something 
like, “Ihave some big news 
| want to share with you.” 
That will prepare your 
friend for what’s about 
to come. Then say, “I’m 
moving.” Tell her as many 
details as you know, and 
let her know how you feel 
about it. 


Each friend will have 
a different reaction 
to the news, so 

Some 
girls may burst out crying. 
But some may get quiet, 
some may get silly, and 
some may give you the 
impression that they don’t 
care. Chances are they’re 


just unsure of how to deal 
with their feelings. What- 
ever happens, be sure to 
talk to your friends if the 
things they do and say 
hurt your feelings. 


Ask friends not to tell 
anyone else until you say 
it’s O.K. You could say, 
“Please don’t tell anyone 
until Monday.” That will 
give you a chance to let 
close friends hear the 
news from you first. 


Ask your parents for 
help if you need it. An 
adult may be able tohelp 
you figure out the right 
things to say and help 
you understand your 
friends’ reactions. 


i & | 98) 
Now What? 
Here are tips to help 
you get ready for the 


big day. 


bOOKS 
Packing 
If possible, pack at least 
some of your own stuff for 


the move. That way you'll 
know where things are 


Ae The average American moves every Seven years. 


when you arrive. 


PRAGHIES 
New Neighbors 


Ask your parents to talk 
to the owners of the house 
you’re moving into. See 

if they can give you the 
names of some of the girls 
in your neighborhood. 


Flowna’s 
RooM 
Questions 
You’ll be sure to have questions over the 
days and weeks ahead. Don’t keep them to 
yourself—ask your parents. The more you 
know about the move, the better you'll feel. 
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Blue Food ~ 
Serve cupcakes sprinkled 
with blue sugar and 
decorated with blueberries. 
Wash them down with blue 


Wear aWish 


Wrap up good wishes in this 
bracelet. For each guest, cut 
8 strips of scrapbook paper 
about 6 inches long and 
¥-inch wide. Cut one end of 
each strip into a long point. 


Ask guests to write a good 
wish on the back of each 
strip. Trade the wishes with 
each other. 


\ a" To make a bead, start at the 
ell B | nonpointed end of a strip and 
lue You! belch halle A gate ound 
Provide blue nail polish a toothpick. When there is an 
for guests to put on. inch of paper left to roll, apply 
Give a prize to the guest a dab of tacky glue. Continue 
who comes dressed rolling so that the bead sticks 
in the most blue! together. Let dry. 


String all eight beads on — 
a piece of thin elastic cord. 


; Knot the ends and trim. 
SPARKLE os. gaa 


a 


HE 
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Ask your guests to help 
you make an address 
book. Set out 4-by-6-inch 
blank note cards, glue 
sticks, stickers, pretty 
paper, and other craft 
materials. Ask each guest 
to decorate a card and 


Be sure to bring AG’s 
Friends Book to the party 
for your buds to sign. 


4 44 


Link up with your friends 
for this game! Divide 

into pairs. Have girls 
stand back to back and 
link their pinkie fingers. 
Place a blue balloon 
between their backs. 
Partners have to lower 
themselves until they’re 
sitting on the floor, then 
get back up—without 
breaking the pinkie link 
or dropping or popping the 
balloon! Every pair that 
completes the task wins. 


attach her school photo 
to it. Include her street 
address, phone number, 
and e-mail address. When 
everyone is done, punch a 
hole in each card. Thread 
a ribbon through to tie 
them together. 


Before the party ends, get 
all your guests together 
for a group photo. Make 
copies of the picture for 


These sweet favors will help 
you keep in touch. Tape 
Hershey’s Hugs candies to 
small note cards. Write your 
new street address, phone 
number, and e-mail address 
on each card. Give one to 
each guest as she leaves— 
with a real hug, too. 


everyone. When you get 

to your new home, send 

a photo to each friend and 
ask her to write back soon! 


4 Unpack and set up your 
new room as soon as you 
can. It will be an oasis for 
you during the first few 
days and weeks in your 
new home. 


z To avoid feeling totally 
nonplussed on the first day 
of school, find out as much 
as you can ahead of time. 
See if you can take a tour 
and meet the principal. You 
might even be able to be 
pen pals with your new 
teacher and classmates 
before you move. 


oe 
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v Wear an outfit that 
you love on the first day 

of school. You'll feel 
confident and comfortable, 
and that will give you the 
courage to be outgoing 
when you meet all your 
new classmates. 


4 Be SU P ER careful 


about what you say at 
first. Don’t gossip with 
your new friends or talk 
about other girls. If you 
need to share thoughts 
or observations about 

the new people you meet, 
talk to a family member 
or write in your journal. 


art oF 


5 Once you make some 
new friends, make sure 
that you don’t overdo 
talk about your old home 
or state. It’s 0.K. if you 
talk about memories or 
fun things you did, but 
be sure not to give your 
new friends the impression 
that you’d rather be at 
your old home than your 
new one! 


6 In your new school, don’t 
feel that you have to be 
someone you’re not in order 
to fit in. Be yourself, 
but be extra friendly. Join 
clubs, sports, and other 
activities you like. You'll 
meet other kids who like 
the same things you do. 


fa excited as you’ll be 
to meet new friends, take 
friendships slowly. Don’t 
rush to be part of one 
friendship group or to be 
someone’s best friend. 
You might miss out on 
other great friendships. 


8 If you somehow start 
off on the wrong foot with 
someone, approach her 
right away and clear up the 
misunderstanding. Since 
you don’t have any history 
with her, this is likely to 


work. (Really!) 


q Staying in touch with 
old friends will make you 
feel good. E-mail, IM, and 
snail mail are all great 

ways to stay connected. 


{ O When you feel down 


and everything seems to 
have changed, remember 
that not everything has 
to. Keep your favorite 
daily rituals from your old 
home, such as reading 
before bed, taking walks 
with Mom, and getting 
bagels with Dad on the 
weekend. These activities 
will bring you comfort. 

It might take time, but 
the new place will feel 
like home someday. 


Ali's 
Story 


Meet Ali H., 

age 13. Last 
summer she 

moved from : 
Wisconsin to Texas. 


“When | first heard 
we would be moving, 
I was totally upset. 
| couldn’t see myself 
living anywhere else. 


But my mom showed 

me houses online. My 
dad moved three months 
before we did. He met a 
family that introduced us 
to other families. Those 
things helped me feel 
better about moving. 


| think | made most of 
my friends through Band. 
| wouldn’t say I’m best 
friends with anybody right 
now, but | have a group 
of friends to talk to. 


At first | wanted friends 
exactly like the ones 

| had in Wisconsin. But 
now I’m glad my new 
friends aren’t like my 
other friends, because that 
would be boring. 


If you’re moving, know 

that it takes time to make 

new friends. You have 

to be outgoing and talk 

to people. Don’t worry— 
you'll make friends 


eventually.” x 
¢ 
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Rebecca’s Story 


by John Millea 


Losing her eyesight 
hasn't kept Rebecca V. from aiming for her dreams 
and living life to its fullest. 


n school days, Rebecca V.’s morning routine is 
the same as most other 12-year-olds’. “I get up. 

I get dressed. I get my breakfast,” the South 
Carolina girl says. “My mom makes my sandwich 
for lunch, because I just don’t enjoy making 
sandwiches.” Then Rebecca and her mom get in 
the car, pick up Rebecca’s friends, and go to school. Without being 
told, you’d probably yee 

neverknowRebecca 23 


is legally blind. 
Rebecca was born 


with a disease called 
With the help of her piano teacher, 
Rebecca learns music by ear and touch. 


retinitis pigmentosa 
(reh-tin-EYE-tis pig- 
men-TOH-sa). Over 
the last several years, 
the disease has slowly 
taken away Rebecca’s Rebecca and her parents get ready for their day. 
vision. Rebecca was six years old when her parents noticed that she 
was having trouble reading. After several medical exams, they 
learned about her disease. 

Rebecca can see some things, but she can’t see very well 
right in front of her. “I can see straight ahead, but it’s blurry,” 
she explains. Rebecca uses her peripheral vision, looking out 
the sides of her eyes. “I can read some billboards and see the 
pictures on billboards, but I can’t read little print and I can’t ’ 
see the board at school.” Rebecca shoots baskets with her dad. 
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A Change of Scene 


Rebecca says that, in many ways, being legally 
blind hasn’t changed her life. Like lots of girls, 
she loves videos and sleepovers and walking her 
dog, Maggie. She 
plays piano, too. She 
dreams about having 
a career in the base- 
ball business—like 
her dad—or starting 
her own band. “I just have to work twice as hard,” 
she says. “Most everything I do, I have to do 
doubly hard.” 

At one time, Rebecca was frightened by her 
worsening vision. A few years ago, she was even 
afraid to fall asleep because she worried that she 
would be completely blind when she woke up. 
But now she just accepts her vision loss as a part 
of her life. She even says that there are lots of 
benefits to losing her sight. For one thing, she’s 
become a better listener. Her mom and dad call 


Across the U.S.A. 


her Rabbit Ears. “When I’m upstairs, sometimes 
I can hear my parents talking downstairs,” she 
says with a laugh. 

Although Rebecca has become comfortable 
with her vision loss, she and her parents don’t 
talk about her condition very often. “When 
I have a feeling about my disease, I say it, and 
it’s over. My parents don’t talk about it when 
I don’t want to talk about it,” she explains. “I’m 
careful with my parents, because I know they’re 
more scared than I am.” 

After Rebecca was diagnosed with retinitis 
pigmentosa, her parents gave her a very special 
gift: the family traveled all over the United States 


“Most everything I do, 


| have to do doubly hard.” 


and all around the globe so that Rebecca could 
enjoy the world’s most beautiful places while 
she still had some of her vision. 

Rebecca and her dad and mom trekked to the 
Grand Canyon and Death Valley. They journeyed 
as far as Bermuda and Ireland! Rebecca savors her 
mental pictures of Bermuda. “I love the beach!” 
she explains. 


Learning Curve 

Rebecca started middle school last fall. Most of 
the other kids at Rebecca’s school didn’t know 
about her disease, and sometimes they weren’t 
very nice to her. “Kids are always saying things 
like, ‘How many fingers am I holding up?’ It gets 
so tiresome,” she says. “Sometimes they can be 
really rude. They just don’t get it.” But Rebecca 
never lets comments like these get her down. 


“She faces each day with optimism and courage,” 


explains her dad. 

Over the past few years, Rebecca has learned 
Braille, in which she uses her fingers to read 
raised dots on special paper. Each letter of the 
alphabet has a different Braille symbol. Rebecca 
uses a Braille typewriter, too, when she wants to 
write. She misses being able to read with her 
eyes, though. “When I see somebody read and 
how special that is, I feel sad that I can’t do it,” 
she says. 

Because Rebecca can’t read the board in 
school, an adult helper sits beside her in class. 


The helper reads the questions on the board for 
Rebecca, Rebecca tells her the answers, and the 
helper writes them down. “At first, some people 
thought I cheated,” says Rebecca. “But I don’t 
cheat! It takes time to make the kids believe you.” 

There is no cure for retinitis pigmentosa, but 
doctors are trying to find one. Rebecca stays 
positive. When she’s old enough, she hopes she'll 
even be able to drive a car. Thankfully, her vision 
hasn’t decreased much in the last couple of years. 
“I think when I’m out of college, there might be a 
cure,” she says. 

Rebecca doesn’t want anyone to feel sorry 
for her. One of her role models is her grand- 
father, who lost a leg after he was injured in 
World War Two. He never wanted sympathy, 
and he even joked about his physical condition. 
Rebecca likes to make fun of herself, too, to 
help put people at ease about her vision loss. 

“I have friends, I’m doing great in school, 

I do everything I want to do,” she says. “I can 
horseback ride, I can dance, I can play the piano. 
Sometimes when I get down about things, I go 
in my room and I say, ‘Wait a minute. Why am 


I down? There are people worse than I am, so 
forget about it!” * 


blindness.org 
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Sweet Stinners 


Invite your friends for a sleepover 
and make these puffy marshmallow treats. 


1 Wash scissors. Cover 
work area with wax paper. 
Squeeze a large marsh- 
mallow and cut it in half 
as shown. 


by Julia A. Monroe 


4 Use a butter knife to 
spread frosting on sides 
and half of top of slipper. 


Photos: Mike Walker Illustrations: Shawn Banner Styling: Stephanie Samuels 
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2 Dip the sticky side 
of each marshmallow 
half in colored sugar to 
prevent stickiness. 


5 Dip slipper in white 
nonpareils to cover 
frosting. 


» pe 


3 Press a finger into one 
end of marshmallow half 
to form the inside of the 
slipper. (Dip your finger 

in the sugar if it gets too 
sticky.) Repeat on other 
marshmallow half. 


6 To make ears, cut mini 
marshmallow in half and 
dip sticky sides in pink 
sugar. Attach ears with 

a dab of frosting. Add can- 
dies for nose and mouth. 


To make a bright bunch 
of slippers, dip frosted 
marshmallow halves 
into colored sugars 
and candies. 


To make pig ears, 
cut a mini marsh- | 
mallow into quarters. | 
For the nose, use a 
mini marshmallow. } 
Then, pig out! 5 4 | 
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HE PARSLEY PROBLEM 


Ke The Story of HoW 
ly Mother Lost Her Head 


by Meyen McDonald 


The World’s Oldest Bathrobe, pictures of food, and a dog in 
a beret—why can’t Lucy’s mom just be normal? 


rs. Fish is the most embarrassing 1. Mrs. Fish walks the dog outside—in her 
person I’ve ever met. She’s definitely bathrobe. (True.) 
the most embarrassing person in our 2. Mrs. Fish safety-pins her glasses together 
neighborhood and in the whole townof because they’re broken. (True.) 

Catesville. Possibly even 3. Mrs. Fish drives a car that says ART IS 


the whole entire U.S.A. SANITY painted across the trunk, bright as neon. 


See for yourself. (True.) 
Answer true or false. This I know. Because Mrs. Fish is my mom! 


h, I could write an encyclopedia about my 
mom. Let’s see. Where should I start? 
Definitely the E for Embarrassing volume. 
My mom wakes up embarrassing me. 
She eats oatmeal (that looks like glue) or stuff 
called Mueslix (Moose Licks!). It’s super-duper 
healthy cereal that looks like sawdust. With a 
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lllustrations: Jennifer Kalis 
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Dr. Pepper. For breakfast. 
I try logic to stop her. 
“Mom, don’t you think 
that as the mom, you 
should be setting a good 
example and drink milk 
for breakfast?” 
“Milk, schmilk,” she says. 
Itry reverse-thinking stuff. “What ifI started 
drinking pop for breakfast?” 
“You’re smarter than that.” 
Itry scare tactics. “Mom, remember my fourth- 


grade science project? The Not-So-Sweet Truth 
about Soda Pop? I measured how much sugar is in 
acan of pop. Remember? And the big pile of sugar 
I made? It showed how much sugar you get ina 
year by drinking just one can a day. You drink at 
least three cans a day! Think of what your stomach 
must look like.” 

“The inside of everybody’s stomach looks pretty 
disgusting, don’t you think?” says Mom. “Besides, 
science is fallible.” 

Don’t ask what fallible means, or she'll get out 
the 150-pound dictionary and start reading it (out 
loud!) and you'll be late for school. So Ijust guess 
that fallible means “full of mistakes.” 

Next thing I know, she takes her Dr. Pepper and 
goes outside in her 200-year-old bathrobe. She gets 
the newspaper in it. She walks our dog, Leonardo 
da Vinci, in it (in his French beret). She even talks 
to Mrs. Lynch across the street in it. 

Mrs. Lynch is a lawyer. Can lawyers arrest 
people? Because my mom should be arrested for: 

1. drinking too much Dr. Pepper; 

2. going out in public in the World’s Oldest 
Bathrobe; 

3. naming the dog Leonardo da Vinci. 


MY MOST EMBARRASSING 


MOMENT 


y teacher Mr. Delmonico is a journal 
freak. This I know. 

We call him Mr. D. to his face, and 
The Admiral behind his back. (You 
should see the haircut!) The Admiral believes 
that writing is right up there with riding roller 
coasters and playing with puppies as far as having 


fun goes. So we write in our journals for fifteen 
minutes every day. He gives us topics to “get the 
juices flowing.” Past juicy topics were “Some- 
thing Hidden in Your Top Drawer” and “If I Were 
Principal of Waldo Rohnerd Middle School.” 
Today’s juice-maker is “My Most Embarrassing 
Moment.” With amom who could win the Miss 
Embarrassing Universe contest, how will I ever 
pick just one? 

Maybe the time in the first-grade school play 
when I was supposed to be Texas and my mom 
made me Oklahoma by mistake? 

How about the time she made a big speech to 
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the shoe guy at Feet Street just cause he thought 


I was a boy? 
Or even the time she cried watching Stuart 
Little on the plane with no sound? 


No way can I write down any of those. With my 


luck, today would just happen to be the day The 
Admiral decides to read our journals to the class. 
I look over at Caroline, my best at-school 
friend. She can’t think of anything to write, 
because she has two perfectly normal parents. 
Her mom actually bakes cup- 


cakes (without surprise 

plastic bugs stuck on 

them) and holds yard 
sales (that aren’t 

» color coordinated). 
“Psst. What are 

you going to 

write about?” 


I ask Caroline. 
“Remember 
the time I wore 
two different- 
4/7 ~~ colored socks to 
'/ * school?” she 
y answers, blushing. 
In our house, socks 
that don’t match wouldn’t 
even register on the Embarrass-O- 
Meter. “That’s your MOST embarrassing 
moment?” I ask. 
“Totally.” 
“You're lucky. Most of mine are way too awful 
to write down.” 
“How about that time you went to the mall with 
your mom, and she was in her slip?” 
“She was not! It was just her slippers.” 
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™am he Admiral has a brainstorm today. 
We’re doing autobiographies. We all 
have to bring a baby picture to school 
and guess who’s who. Waah! 


I imagine writing a memo to The Admiral: 


L wer , 
6@ era middle Scheel, Lwould 


loan art gallert 
ies in The 
ous whole world can See. c©| 


ee Oe ee 9 

Signed, i Ve 
Lucy Fish , Journal bir’ ST. - 
s it 
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hen I get home, I flip through the stash of 
baby pictures in my sock drawer. I look 
like Humpty Dumpty,.,No way am I taking 
any of these Humpty Dumpties to school. 
So I have to ask Mom. 
I wait until Tuesday morning, at breakfast, so 
she can’t take all night showing me what a cute 
baby I was (even though I was a real baldy). 
“Mom?” Task, in between Dr. Pepper #1 and ‘ 
Dog Walk in Bathrobe. “Are there any good baby 
pictures of me anywhere?” 
“Sure, Lucy Goosey,” says Mom. I’ve given up 
asking her not to call me Lucy Goosey. “We have 
lots. That’s when I was first learning to take 


pictures. I took rolls and rolls.” 
Mom gets out my baby 


scrapbook. “You loved Peek-a- 
Boo. See?” She shows me a 
picture of me totally covered 
in food. 

“Mom! I look like The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar 
after eating that chocolate cake, 
ice cream, pickle, Swiss cheese, lollipop, and 
cherry pie.” 

“Oh, Lucy Goosey.” She gets out the photo 
album. “I used to take you to the park and snap 
pictures of you all day long. I never got tired of it.” 

“Mom. These are all pictures of pigeons.” 

“I was just learning, honey. That was before your 
mom was a famous photographer.” 

My mom isa staff photographer for the newspa- 

per. She wears earrings that say “Say Cheese” 
(one word per ear). She takes pictures of food. She 
poses potatoes. She dresses up peppers in hats. 
She’s not exactly a “famous photographer.” 

“Maybe your dad has some. I could call and ask,” 


Mom offers. 


actually like to talk to him, so it’s nice of her to offer. 


you know.” 


My dad lives 3,000 miles away. My mom doesn’t 


“It’s O.K., Mom,” I tell her. “I need it today.” 
I call my friend Nikki, who lives on my same 
street. “Help! Emergency! I need to borrowa 
picture of you as a baby.” 
“Huh? Why me?” asks Nikki. 
“Because you don’t look like Humpty Dumpty.” 
“O.K., you're not making sense, Luce. Just so 


“Please?” 

“Sorry, I’m late for school. Dad has to take me. 
Gotta go. Call me later!” 

I leave for school without a picture. In the middle 
of language arts, the office lady delivers a bright 
pink envelope. 

The Admiral puts it into a folder with all the 
other kids’ baby pictures. “Lucy? Since you 
forgot your baby picture, your 
mom was kind enough to 
drop it off. There’s a note 
here that says she found one 
that’s not a pigeon?” 

My ears turn red. I stare 
down at “The Raven” in my textbook like Edgar 
Allen Poe suddenly makes sense. I bite the end 
of my hair. 

“I'll be hanging up the pictures during lunch 
recess,” says The Admiral. “This afternoon we can 


all guess who’s who.” | 
“What am I going to do?” I ask Caroline. “The 
Admiral has the pictures and I have no idea which 


one is me.” 

“Calm down,” says She-of-the-Normal-Parents. 
“How bad could it be?” 

This I know: Miss Matching-Socks Caroline 
McAllister does not know my mom. | 
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verybody’s buzzing about the baby 
pictures after recess. The boys are 
laughing and pointing. The girls are 


giggling behind their hands. 

I go over to the wall. There’s a really cute bath- 
tub baby with a funny shampoo hairdo. I hope 
Funny Shampoo Baby is me. It isn’t. There’s one 
of a girl in pj’s riding on her father’s back. I look 
to see if it’s Dad, but it’s not. And there’s one 
where the baby’s eating mushy green peas. Even 
being Green Pea Baby wouldn’t be so bad. 

Everybody’s pointing to one in the middle row, 
second from the end. A chubby baby is standing 
in a fountain in a park with pigeons. She’s show- 
ing off her belly button. Her soggy wet diaper is 
down around her ankles. 

The baby is bare-naked! 

This I know: the baby is me. 


fter the Droopy Diaper Incident, I swear 
it’s the last time I will ever ask my mom 
for help with homework of any kind. 

I write it in my notebook—fifty times. 

Then, just when I’m not looking, comes the 
Parsley Problem. 

Caroline and Nikki come over after school to 
help me fix up my room. We head to the kitchen for 
a snack, and I’m hoping nothing embarrassing 
happens, for once. 

Before I even finish that 
thought, Leonardo da Vinci 
runs up to us, wearing a 
wreath of green stuff 
around his neck. 

“Hi, boy!” Nikki says, like 
my dog is not wearing a 
Christmas wreath in May. ; 

“Hi, Mrs. Fish!” Caroline says. =f 

We never even make it past the 
kitchen. There’s parsley everywhere—on the 
kitchen counter, all over the stove, sticking up out 
of mashed potatoes, in vases on the table, even 
hanging from the ceiling. 

I’m desperately hoping my friends won't notice. 
Then Caroline asks, “WOW! What's with all the 
green stuff?” 

“Is this for the newspaper?” asks Nikki, all 
wide-eyed. 

“Parsley,” says Mom. “It’s my new shoot. For 
the Sunday Food Section. I just can’t get it right.” 

“It’s so cool your mom gets pictures in the 
paper,” Caroline says. 

“Yeah,” I say. “C’mon. Let’s go hang posters 
over my bed.” 

“You know,” Mom tells us, “the problem with 
parsley is it’s just not interesting. Name one 


interesting thing about parsley.” ; 

Silence. Not a word. 

“See? That’s my problem. 
I tried it in a vase, in mashed 
potatoes, on Leonardo. 
I tried hanging it up like 
mistletoe. Nothing works.” 

In the middle of spazz- 
ing out over parsley, 
before we can get away, 
Mom says, “Girls, stand 
over here. In the after- 
noon light. Nikki, let’s 
try some behind your 
ear. And in your hair. 
Caroline, what if you 
hold this between 
your teeth, like 
arose.” 

Click. Click. Click-click-click-click-click. 
She takes about a million parsley pictures. 

When I go to Nikki’s house, her mom gets out 
beads and we make cool bracelets. When I go to 
Caroline’s, her dad helps us make homemade 
pizza with all the toppings. 

But never, ever, ever have they made me be a 
Parsley Head. 


wake up dreaming of white mice and 
purple volcanoes. 
My science project! I almost forgot. 
We have major projects due before the 
end of the year. I didn’t work on mine because: 
1. can’t think of an idea. 
2. [have that rule about Mom and NO HELP 
with homework. 


Projects are due in less than one 
week, so I break the rule and ask 
Momat breakfast if she has any 
good ideas. 
“How about a volcano?” 
“Been there, done that.” 
“How plants respond to rock 
music versus classical music?” 
“T don’t think so.” 
“Something with mice? 
Growing mold?” 
“Da Vinci ate the moldy pizza 
I was growing.” Today is an 
oatmeal-not-sawdust day for 
\ my mom. I stare at the 
oatmeal guy on the box. “I 
wish I could just do some- 
thing simple. Like with an 
oatmeal box.” 
“Well, you can make a camera with 
an oatmeal box,” says Mom. “All you need 
is athumbtack anda 
Dr. Pepper can.” 

“Huh?” 

“It’s a pinhole camera,” 
says Mom. “It’s one of 
the first assignments 
I give my photography 
students when I teach.” 

“Nah. Thanks 
anyway,” I say. 

But she doesn’t give 
up. “You know that 
photo in the hall of the 
snow-blowing machine? 
The one that looks like 
the surface of the moon? 
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I took that with a pinhole camera.” 

It’s a cool picture, actually. But I’m pretty sure 
a fake photo of the moon is not what The Admiral 
had in mind for a science project. 

“C’mon, it'll be fun,” Mom says. “It'll get my 
mind off parsley, and you'll learn all about how 
cameras work.” 

“Well, O.K.” 

Did I just hear myself say O.K.? As in yes? 
What was I thinking? 

Only my mom, Queen of Parsley, She-Who- 
Walks-the-Dog-in-Her-Bathrobe, would think of 
taking pictures with a Dr. Pepper can. 


ince I have not a clue about how you take 
a picture with a box, acan, and a hole, I go 
online to read all about pinhole cameras. 
Turns out they’re kind of cool. They’ve 
been around a long time (since before Mom’s 
bathrobe!). Maybe this 
will turn out to be an O.K. 
science project after all. 
Pretty soon I’m spend- 
ing every day after school 
making my camera. First, 
I perform a delicate opera- 
tion on the Quaker Oats 
guy by cutting a small hole 
just under his smiley face. 
I spray-paint the inside 
black (fun!). Then I poke a 
hole in the Dr. Pepper can 
for my lens and make a 
shutter to cover the hole. 
Mom helps me load 
special photo paper inside 
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the camera in her darkroom. In no time, we’re 
outside being shutterbugs. She shows me stuff 
about the way light falls on an object, and how to 
think of the camera as a third eye. It’s freaky if 
you look through a pinhole. It turns the whole 
world upside down. (Very scientific!) 

I take a picture of Mom taking a picture of me. 
Finally! I get to make her say “cheese.” 

I take a picture of Leonardo da Vinci in his 
French beret. (I make him say Arf!) 

I take a picture of a cactus, a bike wheel, and 
my own hand. 

Mom takes pinhole camera pictures, too—of 
parsley! “Lucy Goosey,” she says, “thanks to you, 
I solved the Parsley Problem!” 

When we develop the pictures in the 
darkroom, they look all spooky and ghosty at 
first, like negatives. I’m certain my project is 


going to bomb. 
But... surprise, surprise, my pictures turn out! 
The one of the bike tire 
looks like a Ferris wheel, 


and Leonardo da Vinci looks 
just like a movie-star dog. 
They’re really great! 

Except the one of Mom. 
Something’s missing— 
her head! 


ow you know 
the real and 
true story of 
How My 
Mother Lost Her Head. 

I have the picture to prove 
it. She’s standing there, 


next to the car, holding her camera, but her head 


is gone. 


We spread out all the photos on the counter. I’m 


going to have the best-ever sixth-grade science 
project. “Thank you, thank you, thank you!” I tell 
Mom. I give her a big fat (embarrassing) mother- 
daughter smooch. 

I can’t wait to show The Admiral and my class. 
And I can’t wait to take pinhole pictures with 
Nikki and Caroline. Mom says we could start 
our own photography club. We'll call ourselves 
the Pinheads! 

You should see how Mom’s parsley pictures 
turned out. They’re amazing. She makes plain 
old boring parsley look like a fairy-tale forest full 
of trees. 

I look over at my mom, in the soft orange glow 


of the darkroom. She’s hanging pictures up to dry 
with clothespins on a line, in her bleach-spotted 
flannel shirt and “Say Cheese” earrings. 

In that instant, I forgive her for the Moose 
Licks and Dr. Pepper, the baby pictures, the 
pigeons, and Lucy Goosey. I forgive her for 
Oklahoma and Stuart Little and even for The 
World’s Oldest Bathrobe. 

This I know: moms are like me or you or any- 
body else. Like science. Fallible. Full of mistakes. 

Embarrassing, huh? x 


Megan McDonald 


Meet the Author ws 


7 My mom actually was 
pretty normal, though she 
did go outside to get the mail 
in her bathrobe! Come to think 
of it, there was the Macaroni 
Disaster, and the time she made the kitchen 
overflow with soap suds just when an important 


40 
pout age Now 


guest was about to arrive. Embarrassing! 


To see some real pinhole photography, check out “Fun for 
Girls” at americangirl.com. 
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All answers on page 44. 


Why don’t you need your watch when you’re flying? Time flies anyway! Qe What goes for miles and miles but never moves? The highway. 
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Get Qn Board 


Find a state hidden in each traveler’s message on the board below. 
We've done the first one for you. oe 


| Lori, there's a time change. | 
Mary lands at 4:45. 


} Ed Smith: Park an’ Sasha 
= Sane 
will pick you up. 


. Tia 


Zooming In! 


To find out what these girls are thinking, Casey took a picture of the used ticket pile. 
fill in the first blank with a word that you Draw a square around the area she shot. 
can use on the second blank—if you spell 


that same word backward. 
pa ieemeies~" tae 


oi i Ee, 2. | left my 
1. My kitty loves to sit on 


my \& . She’s such 
a great 


sandwich on the shuttle 


_ bus this morning. 


i a 
Q 3. | have to 20 m 


diary hidden or my sister 
wilh O&R\L in itty 


ations: Paul Meise 


Which state is bigger? Kansas or Arkansas? Arkansas, because Kansas fits inside it. > What state is high in the middle and round at both ends? Ohio. 


Wow! What did Tennessee? The same thing that Arkansas! ge What state is always ready to take notes? Pennsylvania (Pencil-vania). € 
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Souvenir Shop AG Code 


Shop around for the souvenirs. Look up, What did the waiter say when the girl 
down, forward, backward, and diagonally. complained about a frog in her soup? 


Anower Box 
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cy What’s the best school or Halloween joke you’ve ever heard? Send it to the address on page 2. Include your birth date, signature, and phone number. 


What state is always in a good mood? Maryland (Merry-land). 4 What state likes smail drinks? Minnesota (Mini-soda). 
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HELP 


Dear American Girl, 


I got myself into a regular 
babysitting job, and I want to 
get out! I’m in agony. But how 
do I explain I don’t want the job 
when these people really need 
my help? 
Stuck 

You can get out of the job, but you 
can’t just quit—you need to give 
the parents some notice. Say, “I’m 
sorry, but | don’t think this job is 

a good fit for me. | can do it for 
the next week or two until you find 
another babysitter.” That way, the 
parents may be disappointed, but 
they won’t get mad. 

x 

Dear American Girl, 

My class is going on an over- 
night trip. Everyone will be 
sleeping in the same room. The 
problem is that I still sleep with 
a stuffed animal. What if the 
other kids make fun of me? 
Worried 

Your best bet is to be totally up 
front about it. If you try to hide 
the animal and someone sees it, 


you probably will get teased. So 


when you unpack, plop the animal 
on your pillow as if it’s just a dec- 
oration. If you act like it’s not a 
big deal, chances are it won’t be. 
Or just leave your animal at home. 
Don’t worry about not being able 
to sleep without it—you’re not 
likely to get much sleep in a room 
with your whole class, anyway! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My best friend goes on vacation 
alot and always brings some- 
thing back for me. She spends a 
good amount of money! I don’t 
have enough money to get her 
something every time I go away. 
Feel ng Bad 
Souvenirs don’t have to cost a lot 
to mean a lot. Showing you were 


thinking of your friend while you 


nn eee 


were away is what’s important. 


Imagine how excited she’d be to 


get a postcard from you—every 


day! You could also fill a jar with 
pretty shells you find, or take a 
close-up picture of a sign with her 
initial in it. Use your imagination 
and you won’t need much money. 
x 
Dear American Girl, 
My parents and J are always 
in big fights, because we have 
completely different definitions 
of what’s fun. What can I do? 
Brick YYall 
To get along better, you need to 
compromise. Write a bunch of 
ideas for things to do on slips of 
paper. Some should be your ideas, 
and some should be your parents’. 
When it’s time to do something 
together, pull out a slip. Everyone 
should agree ahead of time that 
you’ll do whatever’s on the slip 
without arguing. Also, work with 
your parents to make a list of new 
activities or places to visit that 
none of you has tried. Who knows? 
You might just find something you 
all think is fun. 
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Dear American Girl, 
My sister always walks around 
in her underwear. I am modest, 
but she’s not. Can you help me? 
Modest 
Try to see the funny side of what 
your sister is doing. If you’re with 
a friend, make a joke. Say, 
“That’s my sister. We think she 
might be allergic to clothes.” Do 
you make a big deal every time 
your sister runs through the room 
in her undies? If so, she might be 
doing it for the attention. Try act- 
ing like it’s no biggie—that might 
take the fun out of it for her. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a friend who treats me 
like a light switch. One day 
she’s friends with me, and the 
next day she hates me. 
Light Surteh 
You deserve to be treated fairly. 
The next time your friend treats 
you badly, don’t be so quick to 
forgive her. Say, “It hurts my feel- 
ings when you act like that. | don’t 
like being treated that way.” Stand 


up for yourself, and she should 
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start treating you better. If she 


doesn’t, forget about her and find 
a better friend. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I'll be going to a bat mitzvah 
soon. I’m not sure what to wear, 
how to act, or what to expect. 
What should I do? 
Not Sure 
A bat mitzvah is a religious cere- 
mony that welcomes a girl into 
the Jewish community as an adult, 
usually when she turns 12 or 13. 
It’s a big deal, and your friend has 
worked for many years to prepare 
for it. Because the ceremony is 
in a synagogue, dressing up is a 
good idea. Wear a skirt or nice 
pants. Part of the ceremony will 


be in Hebrew, so you might not 


understand a lot of what happens. 
That’s 0.K., but save your ques- 
tions for afterward. Sit quietly 
and just listen, and know that the 
ceremony could last an hour and 
a half or longer. You should bring 
the gift to the party afterward. 
Choose something thoughtful. 
Books, a picture frame or album, 
and nice jewelry are all good 
options. If you’re still not sure 
what to do or wear, it’s 0.K. to 


call your friend and ask. 


x 


Advice from You 
“| have good advice for when 
you wake up in the middle of 


a bad dream.,] always think 


of a funny ending to it, and 
then | can fall back asleep.” 


Cassie V 


Age 12, New Jersey 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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\® A lot of work goes into 
designing the cover of AG. 
What color Go to “Fun for Girls” at 
\a shouldthe jum and see . 
Suid “American _ background be? | coe : how we decide on a color » 


palette. Then, try designing 


" he white 
i the cover on your own! 


or groan? 
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‘the Scenes: 


Hang on! Look at all of t 
the things that ss | 
ee this issue of AG. |. 
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", Meet:Sarah, the newest 
-/¥ addition to the AG Staff. 
When Sarah-moved to 
Wisconsin to-start-her 
new job, we put together 
a gift-bag to welcome-her. 
We included lots of fun: . © 
things—-including a-stuffed 
cow: wearing. a cheesehead! 
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Is there’a new’ kid in, your 
neighborhood? Welcome 
hér witha bag ‘full of 
goodies: 


a neighborhood map 


alist of great 
places to hang out 


important phone 
numbers 


an invitation 


to your house d 
We'd love to see your 


micro-mini Creations! 
Send your ideas to the 
address on Page 2. 
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